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Taraxacum aurantiacum Dahlst that has been collected from Azerbaijan and Hamadan provinces is
reported as a new species from Iran.
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Introduction
The genus Taraxacum belongs to Crepidinae subtribe,
Lactuceae tribe and Asteraceae family. This taxon
includes 2000 species which distribute all over the
world. According to Flora Iranica (Van Soest 1978)
there are 11 sections with 54 species, 2 subspecies and
6 forms in the different regions of Iran among them 9
species are endemic. Taraxacum generally grows in
sites such as mountains, steppe, at river sides, margin
of lakes, field edges, margin of garden, and road sides.
The genus distributes in north, north- western, west,
center and north eastern of Iran and also in
Afghanistan, Asia minor, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,
Turkmenistan, Europe (south eastern part), western
Asia, central Asia, Siberia (west part), Caucasus,
Anatolia, India, Greece, Armenia and Cyprus.
In this search we recognized Taraxacum aurantiacum
as a new record for the flora of Iran. It was previously
recorded only from Afghanestan in Flora Iranica (Van
Soest 1976).

The specimens was collectd from Azerbaijan and
Hamadan Provinces. The feature of new record is
explained here.

Taraxacum aurantiacum Dahlst
Azerbaijan: Khoy, Girnoran, 2800 m, Haydari, Falahi
and Alizadeh 2063; Hamadan: ca 70 km from Bijar to
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Hamadan, before the village Ghahrod, 1800 m, Assadi
61018.

Perennial, subglabrous, 17- 29 cm high. Leaves entire,
sublobate or obovate. Scape often with hairs. Involucre
oblong, brown-green, outer phyllaries triangular, brown
with pink strips, white margin and cornet. Floret yellow
in dried condition. Achene light green or cream with
green strips, 4- 4.5 mm long, with short and sharp
tubercles in upper half, without pyramid form; beak
1.2- 1.5 mm long; Pappus 4-5 mm long; often dirty
white.

References

Boissier, E. 1875: Taraxacum in Flora Oricntalis 3:
786-791.- Basileae & Genevae.

Davis, P. H. 1975: Taraxacum in Flora of Turkey 5:
788-812 & 10: 173- 176.- Edinburgh.

Parsa, A. 1949: Taraxacum in Flora de I' Iran 3: 776-
791.- Tehran.

Shishkin, B. K.1969: Taraxacum Web. in Komarov, V.
L. Flora UR.S.S. 29: 728 — 754.-Moskva &
Leningrad

Tutin, T. G. & al. 1976: Taraxacum in Flora Europaea
4: 332-344.- Cambridge.

Van Soest, J. L. 1976: Taraxacum Wiggers in
Rechinger, K. H. Flora Iranica 122: 223-285.-
Graz.



IRAN. JOURN. BOT. 13 (1), 2007 Jafari & Assadi 48

=
=

Fig. 1. Taraxacum aurantiacum (x1); achene (X8).



