
PEDICULAR IS RECHINGERI (SCROPHU LARIACEAE).

A NEW SPECIES FROM NE. IRAN

P. Wendelbo

Wendelbo. P. 1977 05 31: Pedicularis rechingeri ( Scrophulariaceaes, a new
species from NE. Iran. Iran. Journ. Bot. 1(2): 113-115. Tehran.

Pedicularis rechingeri Wendelbo, sp. nov. is described from the Kopet Dagh
Mountains in NE. Iran. It is closely related to P. serawschanica Regel. It
shows a certain similarity in habit to P. pycnantha Boiss. but differs in t.he
well developed beak of the galea. A key to the 9 species of Pedicularis occur-
ring in (ran is given.

Per Wendelbo, Ariamehr Botanical Garden, P. O. Box 8-6096. Tehran, Iran.
- Now: Botanical Garden, S-413 19, Goteborg, Sweden.
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During the work on the genus Pedicularis for
Flora Iranica a distinct new species came to
light.

PedicuJaris reehingeri Wendelbo, sp. nov,

Planta 25- 35 em alta pluricaulis, ± dense crisp-
ule araneoso-pilosa, Folia basalia petiole quam
lamina breviore incluso c. 12 em longa; lamina
6 x 1.8 em, oblongo-lanceolata, 12-13-jugo
pinnatisecta; pinnae rernotiusculae aut oblongo-
lanceolatae, grosse serratae aut lobatae aut pin-
natipartitae segmentis extremis dentatis, denti-
bus cartilagineo-mucronulatis; folia eaulina qua-
tema in vertieillis 2-3 disposita, basalibus si-
milia sed subsessilia, lamina usque ad 14 x 2.5
em. lnflorescentia e verticillis usque ad 6 remo-
tis eomposita. Flores subsessiles vel breviter
pedieeUati. Bracteae verticillorum binorum in-
feriorum foliis caulinis similes sed angustiores,
tlores valde excedentes, sursum sensim redue-
tae. Calyx 16-20 mm longus, tubulosus, fructi-
fer vix mutatus; lobi quaterni e. 8 mm longi li-
neares, dentibus patulis angustis eartilagir eo-
spin ulosis, lobus quintus dirnidio brevior, linea-
ri-triangularis, subinteger, Corolla 33 mm longa,
ut videtur tlava, glabra; galea 13 mm longa, rec-
ta, latera adaxiali in parte inferiore recta, sur-
sum sensim curvata; apex galeae in rostrum
paulo deorsum flexum 2.5 mm longum basi ali-
quantum dilatatum, apice truneatum bidenti-
eulatum dentibus 0.5 mm longis productum; la-
bium trilobum, IO x 10 mrn, lobo centrali 5 x 4
mm, laterales excedens tubus c. 20 rnrn, leviter
curvatus. Capsula 13 mm longa, valvis ovatis,
acuminatis, symmetricis.

Iran. Khorassan: Kopet Dagh inter Quchan et
Lotfabad, in jugo Allah Akbar, 1800 m, 14-15.
VI[ 1937, c. fr., Rechinger 1702, holotypus W,
1720 m, 28.V 1972, n., Foroughi 5535 TARI,
W.

The new species is very distinct and characte-
ristic. It is most closely related to P. serawscha-
nica Regel, but differs in the well developed
stem, the short pedicels, the much longer calyx
with comparatively longer lobes, as weU as by
the much larger beak of the galea. Of the other
species of the Flora Iranica area with vertieilla-
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Ie leaves, it is rather like P. straussii Hausskn.
ex Bornrn. but differs in being less densely pu-
bescent and in the calyx, which is longer and
has comparatively much longer teeth (see key).
In habitat it shows a certain similarity to P.
pycnantha Boiss. and P. afghanica Wendelbo
but differs from both in the much larger corolla
with a marked beak.

Nothing is known about the ecology of P.
rechingeri but from the habit it appears to be a
species of dry mountain slopes like P. pye-
nantha and P. ofghanica.

The species of Pedicularis in Iran

I. Leaves alternate 2
Leaves verticillate or opposite 6

2. Galea of corolla drawn out into a long, slen-
der and curved beak 5. P. rhinanthoides
Galea without a beak or with a short straight
b~ko~y 3

3. Bracts markedly much longer than flowers,
patent or reflexed 2. P. wilhelmsiana
Bracts not as above 4

4. Galea of corolla beakless I. P. condensata
Galea with a short beak 5

5. CorolJa pale yellow 3. P. sibthorpii
Corolla purple 4. P. cabulica

6. Galea beakless 7
Galea with a short beak 8

7. Galea about as long as lip; calyx about 7 mm
long 6. P. caucasica
Galea distinctly longer than lip; calyx 8-11
mm long, inflated in fruit 7. P. pycnantha

8. Calyx 16-20 mm long with teeth 2/3 to
nearly as long as tube; galea 13 mm long

8. P. rechingeri
Calyx about 12 mm long witl teeth about
1/3 as long as lube; galea 15 mm long

9. P, straussii

I. P. condensata M. B.
N. Azarbayejan to Central AIborz.

2. P. wilhelmsiana Fisch. ex M. B.
N. Azarbayejan.
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3. P. sib thorpii Boiss,
Syn.: P. acmodonta Boiss,
Zagros and Alborz Mountains. - This species
is closely related to P. comosa L. of SE. Eu-
rope and Turkey and may not be possible to
keep separate.

4. P. cabulica Benth.
Syn.: P. lalesarensis Bomm.
Kennan. - It is not possible to keep P. lale-
sarensis as a separate species. P. cabulica is a
common species in wet meadows of Central
Afghanistan.

S. P. rhinanthoides Schrenk ssp. rotundata Vved.
Syn.: P. eLephas Boiss,
Alborz Mountains. - From the little material
available it seems that P. eLephas on the who-
le is a smaller plant than P. rhinanthoides ssp.
rotundata , but no important character in flo-
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wers or leaves could be found to distinguish
the two. Common in Cent raJ Afghanistan of-
ten together with P. cabulica.

6. P. caucasica M. B.
Azarbayejan to Central AJborz.

7. P. pycnantha Boiss.
Syn.: P. mobayenii Parsa
Kordestan, Alborz Mountains, Khorassan. -
The description of P. mobayenii is rather in-
complete, but as it is compared with P. pyc-
nantha and the distinguishing characters seem
to be unimportant there is reason not to sep-
arate it.

8. P. rechingeri Wendelbo
Khorassan,

9. P. straussii Hausskn, ex Bornm.
Central Zagros: near Arak and Khornein.


