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Amaranthus spinosus L. (Amaranthaceae) was collected from Lavandvil
Wildlife Refuge (near Astara) in Gilan Province on sandy lands.This species
isreported for the first time from Iran.

Zeynab Mohamadzadeh and Masoud Sheidai, Biology department, Shahid
Beheshti University,Tehran, Iran. -Mostafa Assadi, Research Institute of
Forests and Rangelands, P. O. BOX 13185-116, Tehran, Iran.

Keywords. Amaranthus spinosus, new record, Iran.

Gl s g oldd 5 gams o3l jdeses i)

Ol ! 51 Amaranthus spinosus « 68 dsd> 5,155

Sl oKaly glawls 51,05« Amaranthus spinosus L. (Amaranthaceae) « S
3k sl Ble el ot (sl mer OOLS Ol (el (S35 5) Jaskish s

Ssde BS Ol



56 Mohamadzadeh & al.

Introduction

During collecting the species of the genus
Amaranthus in Iran, Amaranthus spinosus L.
was collected and identified in Lavandvil
Wildlife Refuge, in Gilan province. Thisis the
only population that we have found in Iran up
to now.

Amaranthus spinosus L.

Gilan: Astara, Lavandvil Wildlife Refuge, 12.
sep. 2003, Mohamadzadeh & Zehzad, no. ZM
2003-123.

The Voucher specimens are kept in Shahid
Beheshti  University Herbarium in ESRI
(Environmental Sciences Research Institute)
and adso TARI.

This species is notably distinguished from
the other species of the genus Amaranthus by
possessing a pair of strong spines at the base of
petioles (fig.1).

Turkey is the nearest place to our locality that
this species has been recorded (Gonen &
Uygur 2000); also it has been recorded from
Afghanistan (Adlen 1972) and Pakistan
(Townsend 1974).

A. spinosus L. is a robust bushy herbaceous
annual, grows in sand dunes not far from the
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sea shore in Lavandvil Wildife Refuge. In our
specimen, al of the fruits are indehiscent,
whereas specimens from Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Turkey, Arabian Peninsula and
Socotra and Britain have been reported with
both dehiscent and indehiscent fruits
(Townsend 1974; Adlen 1972; Gonen &
Uygur 2000; Miller 1996; Brenan 1961).
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Fig. 1. Amaranthus spinosus (x 0.6).

Amaranthus spinosus in Iran
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Fig. 2. Amaranthus spinosus, flower (x 19).





