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Amaranthus spinosus L. (Amaranthaceae) was collected from Lavandvil 
Wildlife Refuge (near Astara) in Gilan Province on sandy lands.This species 
is reported for the first time from Iran. 
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حيات  اي پناهگاه كه ازاراضي ماسه  Amaranthus  spinosus  L. (Amaranthaceae)گونه 

از   براي اولين بار،آوري شده است در استان گيلان جمع) در نزديكي آستارا(وحش لوندويل 

  .شود ايران گزارش مي
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Introduction 
During collecting the species of the genus 
Amaranthus in Iran, Amaranthus spinosus L. 
was collected and identified in Lavandvil 
Wildlife Refuge, in Gilan province. This is the 
only population that we have found in Iran up 
to now. 
 
Amaranthus spinosus L. 
Gilan: Astara, Lavandvil Wildlife Refuge, 12. 
sep. 2003, Mohamadzadeh & Zehzad, no. ZM 
2003-123. 
     The Voucher specimens are kept in Shahid 
Beheshti University Herbarium in ESRI 
(Environmental Sciences Research Institute) 
and also TARI. 
     This species is notably distinguished from 
the other species of the genus Amaranthus by 
possessing a pair of strong spines at the base of 
petioles (fig.1). 
Turkey is the nearest place to our locality that 
this species has been recorded (Gonen & 
Uygur 2000); also it has been recorded from  
Afghanistan (Aellen 1972) and Pakistan 
(Townsend 1974). 
A. spinosus L. is a robust bushy herbaceous 
annual, grows in sand dunes not far from the 

sea shore in Lavandvil Wildife Refuge. In our 
specimen, all of the fruits are indehiscent, 
whereas specimens from Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, Turkey, Arabian Peninsula and 
Socotra and Britain have been reported with 
both dehiscent and indehiscent fruits 
(Townsend 1974; Aellen 1972; Gonen & 
Uygur 2000; Miller 1996; Brenan 1961). 
 
References 
Aellen, P. 1972: Amaranthaceae in K. H. 

Rechinger (ed.). Flora  Iranica . no. 91. -
Graz 

Brenan, J. P. 1961. Amaranthus in Britain. -
Watsonaia. 4(6): 261-280. 

Gonen, O and Uygur, F. N. 2000: a new record 
for the flora of Turkey, Amaranthus 
spinosus L. (Amaranthaceae). -Turk. J. Bot. 
24: 359-360. 

Miller, A. G. 1996: Amaranthaceae in Miller, 
A. G. and T. A. Cope (eds.). -Flora  of the 
Arabian Peninsula and Socotra . vol. 1: 
283-305.  

Townsend, C. C.1974: Amaranthaceae in E. 
Nasir and S. I. Ali (ed.) Flora of West 
Pakstan. no. 71. –Karachi. 

 



IRAN. JOURN. BOT. llrlr.2005

Fig. l. Amaranthus splnrrsris ( . 0.61.

Atnarantllus spinosus in lran 5'l
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Fig. 2. Amaranthus spinosris, flower (x 19).
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